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2023 GIFFt
feature films
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Iman

Dignity (Greece)

DIRECTED BY KORINNA AVRAAMIDOU, KYRIAKOS TOFARIDIS

I Love Greece (France)

DIRECTED BY NAFSIKA GUERRY-KARAMAOUNAS

DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS KATSIMIRIS

My Name Is Eftyhia (Greece) 

DIRECTED BY ANGELOS FRANTZIS

Tailor (Greece)

DIRECTED BY SONIA LIZA KENTERMAN

Scarpedicemente
DIRECTED BY JOHN VAMVAS
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Black Stone
DIRECTED BY SPIROS JACOVIDES

Fantasia (Greece)

DIRECTED BY ALEXIS KARDARAS

Echoes Of The Past
DIRECTED BY NICHOLAS
DIMITROPOULOS

The Right Pocket of
the Robe 

DIRECTED BY AKIS KARRAS, 
CHRISTOS LEIVADITIS, AND
EKATERINI PAPAGEORGIOU

Karagiozis The Movie 
(Greece)

DIRECTED BY BABIS TSOKAS

The Real-Life Story of 
George Zorbas

DIRECTED BY GIANNIS LAPATAS

A
 terrorist attack connects three stories, 
each involving characters w

hose actions 
m

ay m
ean the difference betw

een life and 
death as w

ell as their ow
n journeys into 

seeking redem
ption from

 their past, their 
guilt, their loneliness.
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O
n the day of their ailing, elderly 
father's birthday, the reunion of three 

siblings leads to an intense confrontation 
after w

hich their lives can no longer rem
ain 

the sam
e.
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Gifft Feature Films

A FILM BY ANGELOS FRANTZIS

She got married when she was too young and she quickly became a 
mother of two little girls. She travelled from Smyrna to Greece, with 

only one little pillow clutched between her arms.
On board of the ship that took her away from her home forever, she 
decided she would never let life pass her by. She vowed to live on her own 
terms. Her name means Happiness but destiny made sure she knew very 
little of it.

Inspired by the life of the most 
prolific Greek female poet and 
lyricist; an extraordinary woman 
and artist who has created a 
massive volume of timeless and 
popular songs.

She challenged death every day of her 
life, hoping to ward off its cold, ruthless 
grip.
She kept herself and her children alive 
through the massacre in Smyrna, so she 
decided to take on Death in a game of 
cards.
She lived every day of her life as if it 
were her last. She wrote incessantly on 
any surface she could find. She chain 
smoked. She fell helplessly in love. She 
gambled fearlessly in posh clubs and 
dirty dumps alike.

My Name Is Eftyhiaa
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Gifft Feature Films

The bank 
threatens to 

repossess Niko's 
tailor shop while 
his father falls 
ill. Reinvents 
himself while 
bringing style and 
confidence to the 
women of Athens.
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Gifft Feature Films

Delusional gangster Luigi 
Scarpedicemente and 

his wife, Holly, sneak off to a 
desert Vegas motel to avoid 
bodyguards Ricco & Rocco 
and celebrate their one year 
wedding anniversary. What's 
the worst that can happen? A 
dark comedy that pays homage 
to classic cinema! 

"... sexy, frisky, and funny. A 
21st [century] film noir for 
lovers of great gangster films of 
the past."

"A work of art...a magnificent 
achievement." Emmy and 
Peabody Award Winner, William 
Mastrosimone.

WINNER OF OVER 
90 FILM FESTIVAL 
AWARDS!

Scarpedicemente
DIRECTED BY JOHN VAMVAS
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Gifft Feature Films

Jean and Marina 
go to Athens 

for their summer 
vacation. There they 
are reunited with 
Marina's family, 
while preparing to 
spend a romantic 
getaway, Marina's 
family decides to 
accompany them. 
But nothing will 
go according to the 
plan.

I Love
Greece
DIRECTED BY
NAFSIKA GUERRY-
KARAMAOUNAS
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Gifft Feature Films

While shooting a documentary about “missing” civil 
servants a filmmaking duo stumble upon Charoula, 

a distraught, overprotective Greek mother searching for 
her missing civil servant son. But when his name is linked 
to government fraud with a foreign female accomplice, 
Charoula sets her other disabled son, Lefteris, to clear his 
name.

BLACK STONE is a 
fictional story about real 
life.  A window into the 
modern Greek tragedy. 
It is the story of a Greek 
family that reflects upon 
a whole society, a whole 
country in disintegration. 

With the help of a Greek 
African taxi driver and a less 
than helpful antifa group of 
misfits, the documentary duo 
follow Charoula on her quest to 
find and bring him back home 
where he belongs, even if it 
means discovering who her son 
really is.

DIRECTED BY  SPIROS JACOVIDES

Black Stone
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Karagiozis:The Movie
DIRECTED BY AKIS KARRAS, CHRISTOS LEIVADITIS,

AIKATERINI PAPAGEORGIOU

Gifft Feature Films
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Fantasia (Greece)
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et in the w
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reece's urban-folk 

m
usic scene of the 90s, the film

 depicts the 
fatal relationship betw

een a young singer and 
an elder songw

riter and her m
entor.

Gifft Feature Films

11



12

Gifft Feature Films

The Real 
Life Story 
of George 
Zorbas
DIRECTED BY BABIS
TSOKAS

Alexis Zorbas in Zorba the 
Greek is one of the most 

memorable characters in all of film 
history, and the Nikos Kazantzakis 
book on which it is based is one of 
the best works of modern Greek 
literature. The plot is based on 
documents about the life of the 
real George Zorbas, whose name 
was not Alexis as portrayed in the 
1964 film Zorba The Greek.

Gifft Feature Films
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A
 fictional dram

a inspired by true events, the M
assacre of K

alavryta, com
m

itted by invading G
erm

an troops 
in K

alavryta, G
reece, in D

ecem
ber 1943. W

hen the G
reek governm

ent launches a claim
 for w

ar reparations, 
C

aroline M
artin, a high-flying law

yer, visits K
alavryta to investigate. A

n unexpected encounter w
ith the last 

survivor of the tragedy, N
ikolaos A

ndreou, leads them
 both dow

n a dark chapter of history. A
s the traum

atic past 
com

es to light, its painful echoes grow
 stronger than ever. 

Echoes Of The Past
DIRECTED BY DIRECTED BY NICHOLAS DIMITROPOULOS



W
hen he loses his little dog, the only 
com

panion he has got.
The Right Pocket of 
the Robe
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Mykonian Pastoral

Broken Sound

DIRECTED BY ELIANA ABRAVANEL

DIRECTED BY FOIVOS KONTOGIANNIS

My People
DIRECTED BY ANNA REZAN

The Other Half
DIRECTED BY GIORGOS MOUTAFIS

My Father's Studio
DIRECTED BY KALLIOPI LEGAKI

15

2023 GIFFt 
DOCUMENTaRIES
(Available
online only)



You talk...
We Talk...

itoc 

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP
TODAY!

Arcadia, 1900, Champagne
D'Orient
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DIRECTED BY KONSTANTINOS
SPIROPOULOS

DIRECTED BY NIKOS DAYANDAS

Bitter September

Searching For Rodakis

DIRECTED BY SOPHIA FARANTATOU

DIRECTED BY SAIM KEREM SOYYILMAZ

Five Times A Stranger
DIRECTED BY EVANGELOS 
EFTHYMIOY

Venezelos, The Struggle
For Asia Minor

Broken Sound

A FILM BY FOIVOS 
KONTOGIANNIS

A documentary about the 
origins and legacy of 

Bouzouki, an instrument which 
dominated the Greek folk music 
era of the 2Oth century in Greece.

My Father's Studio

A FILM BY KALLIOPI 
LEGAKI

The rare film material 
discovered in the basement 

of the well-known photographer 
Takis Tloupas in Larissa, was 
a real treasure. This gave the 
director the motive to look for 
the man and his work. Guided 
by his daughter Vania, the crew 
record his artistic course, while 
at the same time forming an 
anthropogeography of Thessaly of 
the last century.

My People

A FILM BY ANNA REZAN

The inspiring untold story of 
the Greek Jews during the 

Holocaust, the Axis occupation, 
the fierce resistance, the role of 
the Christian clergy; unveiled 
in a hymn to love, unity and 
courage as it is discovered by a 
young woman of the millennial 
generation in her quest to 
uncover her Greek Jewish family's 
history.

The Other Half

A FILM BY GIORGOS 
MOUTAFIS

As if they never existed. 
People on the move. Facing 

danger in unfamiliar and 
unwelcoming places. For 15 years, 
a photojournalist bears witness 
to the journey of migrants across 
the dark crossings of European 
borders. 
Futility, death, and exhaustion 
from a never-ending struggle, 
as well as pushbacks, represent 
a large part of Giorgos Moutafis' 
work. His camera delves into 
inaccessible places, documenting 
the stories of people who push 
human boundaries, to reveal how 
"the Other Half " lives.

Mykonian Pastoral

A real Noah's Ark, where the 
last true natives of one of 

the most cosmopolitan islands in 
the world seek shelter, along with 
their animals, from the relentless 
wave of development that 
threatens to swallow them whole.

A FILM BY ELIANA 
ABRAVANEL

Arcadia 1900,
Champagne D'Orient

A FILM BY KONSTANTINOS 
SPIROPOULOS

Welcome to the 
Papanikolaou Brothers 

Winery: Meet the patriarch 
father, the visionary son Vassilis, 
the adventurer brother Nikos, and 
a mother as strict as Cerberus. 
Producing Arcadian effervescent 
wines since 1885, they dream 
to transform the region into the 
Champagne of the East. The 
family's inner conflicts and their 
competitors will lead them to a 
tragic end. A story about wine 
and greed.

Gifft documentaries
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Mykonian Pastoral

My Father's Studio Arcadia 1900,
Champagne

D'Orient

Broken Sound M呀y People

The Other Half
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Gifft documentaries
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Bitter September

A FILM BY SOPHIA 
FARANTATOU

After the assassination of the 
Greek-American LGBTQ 

activist, Zak Kostopoulos, 
his childhood friend Sophia 
Farantatou, returns to Greece and 
finds herself stuck in a dead end. 
The video of the assassination 
shot from a passer by, plays on 
replay in all the national TV 
channels. Between the media 
storytelling and her own archive 
footage from her friend, Sophia 
has no choice but to isolate 
and reflect on the meaning of 
memory. Only time can give her 
the space to grief and face the 
absence of her friend.

Venezelos, The
Struggle For
Asia Minor

One of Greece's greatest 
statesman faces formidable 

challenges that will test his 
considerable diplomatic and 
humanitarian skills and change 
the lives of millions. 

"VENIZELOS: THE STRUGGLE 
FOR ASIA MINOR" follows 

Eleftherios Venizelos during the 
critical decade from the Balkan 
Wars and World War I, up to 
the Asia Minor Catastrophe and 
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne. 
The statesman's struggle is told 
through dramatized scenes, rare 
archive and expert interviews. 
Co-produced by the National 
Research Foundation "Eleftherios 
K. Venizelos", ERT and Long Run 
Productions.

A FILM BY NIKOS DAYANDAS

Searching For
Rodakis

As a Greek tombstone of 
unknown origin is discovered 

underneath the floorboards in an 
old village house in Turkey, an 
almost forgotten story from the 
country’s creation unravels: the 
forced population exchange 
between Greece and Turkey in 
1923.

The engraved Cyrillic letters tell of 
a woman, Chrysoula Rodaki, who 
died in 1887. And so the search for 
her descendants 
begins: It leads director Kerem 
Soyyilmaz to local archives, 
where his own family's role in the 
history is laid bare; to abandoned 
ghost towns and through the 
memories of older villagers - all 
while Soyyilmaz meets massive 
support for his quest from the 
Greeks on the other side of the 
border. The stone becomes a 
portal to the past - and for a while, 
the trauma becomes redeemed 
when the previous owners of the 
village house return. Searching for 
Rodakis is a film that reconnects 
people, culture, and the stories 
discarded to build a strong, 
nationalist state - told through the 
director's personal experiences. 
The release also marks the 100-
year anniversary of the forced 
population exchange.

A FILM BY SAIM KEREM 
SOYYILMAZ

Five Times A Stranger

A FILM BY THANASIS
NEOFOTISTOS

One of Greece's greatest 
statesman faces formidable 

challenges that will test his 
considerable diplomatic and 
humanitarian skills and change 
the lives of millions. 

Gifft documentaries



Venezelos,
The Struggle

For Asia Minor

Bitter September Searching For
Rodakis

Five Times A 
Stranger
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Gifft documentaries





I Can Explain

DIRECTED BY MICHAEL ZAMANIS

DIRECTED BY EMORPHIA MARGARITIS

Cassandra
DIRECTED BY ALEXANDER MANOLIDES

Cat Postale
DIRECTED BY ZACHARIAS MAVROEIDIS

Concrete
DIRECTED BY ARI KWASNER-CATSI, RENEE KYPRIOTIS

A Parcel for Del and the Singing Man in the Stairwell

21

2023 GIFFt 
SHORT FILMS 
(stream online
& in theatre)

I Shall Protect

DIRECTED BY  NIKOLAOS KAKONAS, CALLIOPI VILLY KOTOULA

The Traveler

Sock’s Manifesto

DIRECTED BY CONNER NIKIDES

DIRECTED BY ANGELIKI PARDALIDOU

DIRECTED BY ANGELO PITSILLIS

Nostos (Greece)

DIRECTED BY PAVLOS VISSARIOU

Peace
DIRECTED BY Nikolaos Galanis, students Agios Dimitrios Primary School

Porfyri Lemonia
DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS ANDJUS

Homemade Cookies
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The Ride

The Rise of the Caryatids (Canada/Greece)

DIRECTED BY GEORGE LEONTAKIANAKOS

Good Times Coming (Canada)

My Dad’s Diner

DIRECTED BY TONY ASIMAKOPOULOS

DIRECTED BY TOMMY SAVAS

DIRECTED BY STEPHIE THEODORA

The Student
DIRECTED BY VASILEIOS KALAMAKIS

The Thisvi Triology
DIRECTED BY FAY EFROSINI LELLIOS

Why We Leave
DIRECTED BY ANASTASIOS KETSIOS

23

One Bag
DIRECTED BY JAIDEN REESE, ARSHAM SHAFIE

Pocket Money
DIRECTED BY ALEXANDROS PAPAGIAGKOU

Greek Philosophia And Chickens
DIRECTED BY AIMIENDE NEGBENEBOR SELA

The Boar
DIRECTED BY KONSTANTINOS TSIODOULOS

Imbroglio
DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS PAPAGIANNOPOULOS

Beyond Time
DIRECTED BY GEORGE GYFTOPOULOS

24

The Choice
DIRECTED BY BARB BRIGGS



The Choice
DIRECTED BY BARB BRIGGS

Little Doggie

The End Of The World

DIRECTED BY GIORGOS NTOUNIS

DIRECTED BY CONSTANTINOS DIMITRAKOPOULOS
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Gifft short films

A Parcel for Del and 
the Singing Man in 

the Stairwell

Concrete Homemade Cookies

I Can Explain Cassandra

Cat Postale

26



Gifft short films

I Shall Protect

The Traveler Socks Manifesto

Nostos (Greece) Peace

Porfyri Lemonia
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Gifft short films

The Ride

Why We Leave Good Times Coming 
(Canada)

The Rise Of The 
Carytids (Canada/

Greece)

The Student

The Thisvi Triology
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Gifft short films

My Dad’s Diner One Bag

The Boar

Pocket Money

ImbroglioGreek Philosophia 
and Chickens
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Gifft short films

The End Of The 
World

30

Beyond Time The Choice Little Doggie





Local Sponsors

VANCOUVER

Vassilas | Bizos 
Law Group

Kolonaki - Group Of Companies

Yannacopoulos Johal 
Accounting Services Inc.

Canadian Order of AHEPA

AMJ Construction Omega Travel

Ploutos Enterprises Ltd

Dunbar Theatre

Trigate Properties 
Group

Revolucion

31

HALIFAX

COX & PALMER
Legal Services

Halifax Public Libraries Ela Greek Taverna

Cretan Association of BC

Mortgage Architects Inc (Robert Scaglione)

Local Sponsors

EDMONTON

PROTOSTATIX

Daughters Of 
Penelope

Koutouki Greek 
Cuisine

Metalsmiths
Sterling Jewelry

CKDESIGN

Greek Orthodox Community 
Of Edmonton And District 

Astros
Restaurant

River City
Refrigeration

Theo’s Greek 
Kouzina

DOLLARWI$E Alta Agri-Foods Kyklos (Hellenic Performing 
Arts Group)
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OTTAWA

EVOO
Greek Kitchen

Canadian Order of AHEPA Parnassos - Hellenic 
Cultural Society Of Ottawa

GOLPRO HOLDINGS Hellenic Community 
Of Ottawa



Local Sponsors

REGINA

Golf 's Steak House

4S 4Seasons

Lorne Drugs -
Pharma Choice

The Copper Kettle

The Cottage Restaurant

The Diplomat 
Steakhouse Downtown

Houston Pizza

Trifon's Pizza

Carl's Jr.

Medicine Shoppe 
Pharmacy Rochdale

Blanco Cantina -
Tacos & Tequila

Western Pizza

LUNA Kitchen & Bar SOMA
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Memories 
Dining & Bar

Nicky's Cafe &
Catering

Grekos' Restaurant
& Steak House

Regent Family Restaurant 
(Pub & Pizza)

Juliana Pizza

AXIOS - Remedial & 
Sport Massage

Mikel - The Coffee
Company

JC Realty

Link 
Developments

EVIA Group - Design, Build, 
Renovate

Cravings Bellinis and
Cocktails & Dreams

Local Sponsors

TORONTO

Freda's Binge 
Distribution

VKP

Megas 
Restaurant
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Serano Mezes Kolonaki - Group Of Companies

LONDON

Accolade Consulting
Group Inc.

Logan Funeral 
Home

Crabby Joe's Bar • Grill 
London West

CALGARY

OPA of Greece PORCH



UUNNIIFFOORRMMSS  ..  PPRROOMMOOTTIIOONNAALL  IITTEEMMSS  ..  PPAACCKKAAGGIINNGG  PPRROODDUUCCTTSS  

TToollll  ffrreeee::  11--884444--669911--33222222  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stanley Papulkas

Ticket Sales/Website Admin
Marianna Michalitsiannou

Festival Coordinator (Greece)
Georgios Panopoulos

Social Media Team
Zoe Tutte

Makaila Tutte
Rachel Papulkas

Alexander Antoniadis
Niko Ramses

Alexandra Bogdanis
Lily Bogdanis

Technical Production
Shahid Shafiq

Festival Program
Vicky (Shiyu) Chen

Film Classifications/Ratings
Dimitris Tsouchlakis

Judicial Committee
Lia Bozonelis (Los Angeles)

Angelo Tsarouchas (Los Angeles)
Gilbert Allen (Edmonton)

Gabriel Paul Napora (Vancouver)
Michael Moska (Montreal) 

Anna Rezan (Greece)
Nancy Athanasopoulos-Mylonas (Toronto)

People’s Choice Awards
Celia Siriopoulos
Annie Siriopoulos 

Film Screening Committee
Josh Papulkas

Christine Diakos
Tom Anastasios

Vasia Argyris
Helen Antonopoulos

Konstantina Poulimenou-Tsatzanis 

G I F F T  O F  T O R O N T O
Festival Coordinators

Tom German
Dora Konomi

Dimitris Tsouchlakis
Lisa Siriopoulos

Producer/Director

Festival Organizers

Festival Organizers

Festival Organizer

Technical Direction

Show Hosts

Performers

Box Office/Tickets

Theatre Operations

Festival Hosts

Stanley Papulkas

Labi Kousoulis

Efharis Kostala
Andromachi  Marinou-Bleeker

Constantine Ioannou
Robert Peck

Athena Dinos

Shahid Shafiq (Craetica)

Nikos Moutsinas / Dora Konomi

Kefi Greek Folk Dancers of Manitoba

Tom German
Mary Fardis

Melpomeni Kotsios

Steve Zikos

Dora Konomi
Irene Anargyrou
Celia Siriopoulos
Annie Siriopoulos
Christine Diakos
Alex Antoniadis
Nikos Ramses

2 0 2 3  G I F F T  AWA R D S  S H O W

G I F F T  I N  H A L I F A X

G I F F T  I N  O T T AWA

G I F F T  I N  W I N N I P E G

Festival Organizers
Speros Vlassopoulos

Fotini Koumatos
Kassey Koumarelas

Marissa Lailey
Anna Stamatakis

& The Membership of Kyklos

G I F F T  I N  E D M O N T O N



Alexandra Kylindris
Maria Karidas

Georgia Fragiskatos

Festival Organizers

G I F F T  I N  L O N D O N

Festival Organizers
Taya Christidis

Konstantine Giannoutsos
Chris Perentes
Maria Perentes

Tom Liagridonis
Special Thank You to Regina Met Youth for their assistance during the GIFFT weekend

G I F F T  I N  S A S K A T O O N

Festival Organizers
George Katselis

G I F F T  I N  G I F F T  I N  H A M I L T O N
Festival Coordinators

Natalie Plausini
Kalliope Antonaros

Artemis Takis
Alexander Zafiridis

Tery Tsilliganos

G I F F T  I N  VA N C O U V E R
Festival Coordinators

Dimitra Vassilas
Dora Papoutsakis
George Vassilas

Nick Papoutsakis

G I F F T  I N  C A L G A R Y
Festival Coordinators

Andy Truong

G I F F T  I N  R E G I N A

Special Thanks To
Fr. Konstantine Chatzis

Penney Kerhoulas
Moira Skikavich & the Staff at the Hyland Cinema

The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Community Council of London
& Vicinity Board Members



NOW OPEN
F R E D A ' S  I N D U S T R Y  L E A D E R
I N  W O M A N ' S  F A S H I O N  F O R

O V E R  4 0  Y E A R S  I S  N O W
O P E N  A T

 4 5  E L M  S T R E E T ,  T O R O N T O
O N T A R I O




