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The Greek International Film Festival Celebrates Its 3rd Year of Greek Excellence
Across Canada

Written by Rachel Papulkas

In just three short years, the Greek International Film Festival Tour of Canada (GIFFT) has
blossomed into a highly-anticipated cultural phenomenon, captivating audiences across
Canada. This year, the festival continues its upward trajectory, expanding its reach to 11
Canadian cities, with the exciting addition of Halifax and Saskatoon. As the festival prepares
for its third annual celebration, it promises an experience like no other.

With over 40 films on display, GIFFT offers a diverse selection of Greek cinema, including
features, documentaries, and short films. Documentaries and short films will be available for
viewing online, enabling filmgoers from coast to coast to partake in the festival's lineup. How-
ever, feature films will remain exclusive to the theaters.

One of the highlights of this year's festival is the arrival of distinguished Greek celebrities who
are making their way to Toronto for the event. Among them are renowned actor Gerasimos
Skiadaresis, known for his memorable role in "Captain Corelli's Mandolin," accompanied by
Bessy Malfa, who has captivated audiences in films such as “l Love Karditsa.” Television host
and actor Nikos Moutsinas and Thodoris Antoniadis, lead actor of the film “The Right Pocket
of the Robe,” are also set to appear.

The pinnacle of the GIFFT celebration will be its prestigious awards ceremony, taking place on
Sunday, October 1st, at 3:00 PM, hosted at the Armenian Community Centre. The awards will
be presented along with the Canadian premiere of the much-anticipated film "The Right
Pocket of the Robe.” Agape Greek Radio's Dora Konomi and Nikos Moutsinas will be hosting
the event. The awards ceremony comprises two distinct categories: The GIFFT Jury Awards
and the People's Choice Awards. The winners of the GIFFT Jury Awards will be unveiled on
Sunday, October 1st. The festival has assembled a panel of esteemed judges who bring their
unique insights to the selection process: Angelo Tsarouchas, Anna Rezan, Lia Bozonelis,
Michael Mosca, Gilbert Allan, Gabriel Napora, and Nancy Athan.

As for the People's Choice Awards, the power lies in the hands of the audience. Film enthusi-
asts will have until November 1st to cast their votes for their favorite online selections.
Through voting, the festival invites its audience to participate in recognizing outstanding Greek
achievements. Feature films, however, are not eligible for this category.

For those eager to explore the world of Greek cinema from the comfort of their homes, GIFFT
offers online screening. The online screening of documentaries will be available until October
31st, giving viewers ample time to explore a diverse range of storytelling and to watch as
many films as they desire.

As it enters its third year, GIFFT promises to continue growing and enchanting audiences
across Canada, reinforcing its status as a must-attend event. So, mark your calendars and get
ready to celebrate the magic of Greek cinema starting atthe Armenian Community Centre on
September 29, as GTA Strategies proudly presents the Greek International Film Festival Tour
of Canada.
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ICS

Integrated Consulting Services
A Division of BM Group Corp.

INTEGRATED
CONSULTING
SERVICES

Services

Taxation Real Estate
Estate Administration Buying-Selling-Leasing
Banking Legal Representation

Certified Translations Property Management

Since 2007 Integrated Consulting Services (ICS) has been offering

professional services to a wide variety of clients including individuals,

companies, government agencies and international organizations.

ICS is a full service one-stop-shop for all your affairs in Greece.
From acceptance of Iinheritance, filing tax declarations, opening
a bank account to purchasing/selling property and everything
in between ICS can complete the task from beginning to end.

) info@icsgr.com
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THIS YEAR'S JUDGES

LIA BOZONELIS

Lia Bozonelis is a screenwriter, writer, and producer based in Los Angeles, currently
overseeing creative endeavors for a major Hollywood studio. Her pandemic thriller
feature, "SAFER AT HOME," which she co-wrote and co-produced for Voltage Pictures
during the Covid lockdown, was distributed internationally by Vertical Entertainment,
receiving a full theatrical release, and was sold to Hulu in the US. Lia's romantic comedy
feature, "EAT, DRINK & BE MARRIED," which she wrote for Reel One Entertainment,
premiered worldwide, including on Canada's W Network, before being released on
UpTV domestically through its distribution deal with FilmRise. Lia spent four years
analyzing projects to build a slate of original films for Netflix, all with budgets under
$35 million. She also provided consulting services for HBO, Scott Free Productions,
OddLot Entertainment, Smokehouse Pictures, among others. Prior to this, Lia worked as
a staff writer for FORTUNE magazine and served as a speechwriter for the Managing
Editor.

Combining her cultural background and profession, Lia currently serves on the Board
of Directors for the Los Angeles Greek Film Festival, is a Co-Founder of the Global Greek
Film Initiative, and served as a juror for the first two years of the Greek International Film
Festival of Toronto. She is also the recipient of the Greek America Foundation's
prestigious "40 Under 40" Award for her professional and philanthropic contributions to

the community.

ANGELO TSAROUCHAS

Angelo Tsarouchas is an international stand-up comedian and actor. He headlines
theaters, comedy clubs, corporate events, and major cruise lines all over the world. He
has appeared in cult-favorite movies such as "Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle"
and "Fred & Vinnie," to critical acclaim. He is a favorite at the prestigious Just For Laughs
Comedy Festival. You've seen Angelo's comedy on Netflix, Showtime, Amazon Prime,
and NBC's "Last Comic Standing." Time Out London declared Angelo Tsarouchas as

"nonstop laughter at a rapid pace.’



MICHAEL MOSCA

Michael Mosca's career in the film business spans over 40 years in both distribution and
exhibition. In 2009, he acquired Equinoxe Films from France Film, guiding its strategic
management and financial success. Under his leadership, Equinoxe Films has thrived as
it acquires, produces, and distributes films and TV properties globally. Noteworthy
accomplishments include the successful Canadian box office releases of "The Passion
of The Christ," earning $25 million; "My Big Fat Greek Wedding," garnering over $30
million; and "Mambo Italiano," with $5.5 million in Canadian theatrical earnings and

sales to 40+ international territories.

Michael's impact extends to founding Equinoxe Productions in 2004, responsible for
developing and producing diverse film and TV projects. Notable successes include "Un
Dimanche a Kigali," earning over a million dollars in Quebec and receiving numerous
nominations and awards. The company later transformed into Starling Road
Productions, producing award-winning films like "A Million Colors," "Winnie," "Guillotine"
(a China co-production), and "A Fish Story."

Additionally, Michael's influence shines through as the creator and Executive Producer
of the TV series "Patrick Senécal presents...," which received 10 Gémeaux nominations,
including Best Series (Drama). In recognition of his contributions, he was honored with
the CANADIAN MOTION PICTURE PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD in 2019, becoming the

first Quebecer to receive this prestigious award since its inception in 1953.

GABRIEL NAPORA

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Gabriel Napora, founded Triton Films before
co-founding Electric Panda. "Chappie" (Sony's number one film in the world for two
weeks running) was based on a Triton Films proof of concept. The careers of major
talents such as Neill Blomkamp (director of "District 9") and Trent Opaloch
(cinematographer of "Captain America: Winter Soldier") and many others started at
Triton under the mentoring and selfless support of Gabriel. Gabriel has worked with
most major Hollywood film studios, including Paramount, Lionsgate, and Warner
Brothers. Gabriel is known for his eye for talent, trends in the industry, as well as
leadership skills in content and content-related technologies, including Augmented
Reality and others. Gabriel has executive produced Tiff Critic's Choice Award Winner

"Skin" as well as Sundance's top Director's award winner, "The Kindergarten Teacher"

NANCY ATHAN

Nancy is a true child of the Diaspora: born of Greek descent in Egypt, raised in Australia,
educated in Egypt, Australia, and Greece. She chose to make Canada her home, but she
will forever follow the call of her roots back to their origins in Greece. Nancy teaches
more than just traditional and modern Greek dance; more than just acting and
performing; more than just reciting lines and gesticulating emotions — she takes her
students on a journey through time, space, and history, immersing them in the feeling
of being Greek.

Dedicating her life to learning, cultivating, curating, and teaching through the
Expressive and Performing Arts, Nancy has been doing the job she loves since 1966. An
actress, performer, choreographer, director, teacher, student, and curator, Nancy has
established a private collection of Greek music, traditional costumes, authentic
memorabilia, and books that would fill a museum. Never one to shy away from a
challenge, Nancy mounted the story "SACRED FOOTPRINTS," based on Parthena
Tsoktouridou's poem “The Klefts” As a nod to the Asia Minor Catastrophe, Nancy also
directed “The Flame of Justice,"H ®AOTA THX AIKAIQZHZ.. Knowing Nancy is to
understand that the spark that defines her entire being is fanned by her love and

devotion to her Greek culture and heritage.

GILBERT ALLAN

Award-winning film director and broadcast television producer, Gilbert Allan, is a
one-man 'production house! He has worked in film, television, radio, and the theatrical
stage that he loves so much. Forty years as a professional director have taken him into
various areas of artistic expression. Gil has performed in 34 professional stage
productions, acted in over 120 commercials, and appeared in numerous television,
video, and film roles. “Cor Values,”John 3:16,"and “Broken”are among several feature
motion pictures he has directed. Gil taught acting and motion picture production at
King's University College and has also served as the V.P. of Communications and the
Creative Director at Concordia High School. Training films, corporate videos,
infomercials, interstitials, television specials, promotional films, and other broadcast
programming make up the body of Gil's work, along with his many stage productions.
Currently, Gil has returned to freelance producing and does contract work with local

broadcasters as a Sales Promotions and Commercial producer.



National Presenting Sponsorships
ANNA REZAN

)
Known for her roles in "The Good Wife" and her features in Vogue magazine, Anna GTA STRATEGIES
Rezan embarked on her career in her early teens by appearing in Greek films and
television series. She is proficient in four languages and holds a BA in journalism. Her @
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first international feature film role was in "La Commedia di Amos Poe," a fresh

interpretation of Dante's Divine Comedy by Amos Poe, starring Roberto Benigni. This

: ) : ) Integrated Consulting Services
film premiered at the 2010 Venice Film Festival.

In 2014, she made her catwalk debut as a high fashion model during New York Fashion

5 ENGAGE.
Week. In 2016, her song "Let there be Love" received international acclaim upon its = mm PROMOTE. g ( ) OMNl
release by Universal Music Group. Two years later, in 2018, she co-starred in "DFLD: with KOLONAKI TELEVISION

GROUP OF COMPANIES RHENEXFAENERATION

Mikis Theodorakis on the Road," which premiered at the Hof International Film Festival
and was subsequently acquired by Amazon.

creatica

Returning to Greece, Rezan undertook the creation of "My People," marking her feature : CREATE. IDEAS.
directorial debut. She collaborated with cinematographer Zaf Haitidis on this project. :
The WW?2 documentary premiered in Los Angeles to rave reviews and was
co-produced by two Academy Award winners, Mitchell Block and Kim Magnusson. In
2023, Rezan is making a return to the screen as she takes on a co-starring role in the hit
show "Great Kills!" which gained popularity on Tubi. Additionally, she is currently on FEStivaI SpOI‘lSOI’S
tour with Taavi Vartia, performing her new musical theatre project, "The Vikings of the

Aegean.
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2023 GIFFT
FeaTure FILImS

Iman
DIRECTED BY KORINNA AVRAAMIDOU, KYRIAKOS TOFARIDIS

Dlgnlty (Greece)
* DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS KATSIMIRIS

MY Name Is Efttha (Greece)

DIRECTED BY ANGELOS FRANTZIS

STUDIOS
OUR SPACE. YOUR SHOW.

Tailor (Greece)
DIRECTED BY SONIA LIZA KENTERMAN

Scarpedicemente
DIRECTED BY JOHN VAMVAS

I Love Greece (France)
DIRECTED BY NAFSIKA GUERRY-KARAMAOUNAS
TRIBROSTUDIOS.COM
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GIFFT FeaTure FiLms
Black Stone

DIRECTED BY SPIROS JACOVIDES G Rﬂ
Is the darkness within us stronger than the light?
l .. ' l

Three journeys.
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Karagiozis The Movie
(Greece) o A

DIRECTED BY AKIS KARRAS, A FILM BY
CHRISTOS LEIVADITIS, AND CORINNA AVRAAMIDOU ano KYRIACOS TOFARIDES
EKATERINI PAPAGEORGIOU
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Fantasia (Greece) +=— TV fO Y

Greeks

DIRECTED BY ALEXIS KARDARAS

The Real-Life Story of eve rVWhere
George Zorbas

DIRECTED BY BABIS TSOKAS

v

Echoes Of The Past

DIRECTED BY NICHOLAS STEPHANIE ATALA ANDREAS TSELEPOS PAMBINA GEORGIOU AN
DIMITROPOULOS RITA HAYEK MARGARITA ZACHARIOU PROKOPIS AGATHOKLEQUS ~ VARNAVAS KYRIAZIS
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A.B. SEAHORSE FILM PRODUCTIONS WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE DEPUTY MINISTRY OF CULTURE (FILM ADVISORY COMMITTEE)
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE CYPRUS BROADCASTING CORPORATION (CYBC)

grecatv.ca

PRODUCER ANDROS ACHILLEOS | LINE PRODUCER PETROS CHARALAMBOUS | DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY SOFRONIS SOFRONIOU
PRODUCTION DESIGNER LISA TSOULOUPAS | COSTUME DESIGNERS LAKIS GENETHLIS & ROMINA POLYMNIOU

The Right Pocket of
EDITOR ELINA ANTONIOU | MUSIC DEMETRIS ZACHARIOU | PRODUCTION SOUND MIXER & SOUND DESIGNER STAVROS TERLIKKAS

the Robe SOUND MIXER KOSTAS FYLAKTIDES | KEY MAKE UP STEFANI PANAGI | KEY HAIR MENEXIA ANTONIADOU | SOPRANO CHRYSO MAKARIOU
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DIRECTED BY GIANNIS LAPATAS T
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My Name Is Eftyhia

A FILM BY ANGELOS FRANTZIS
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”"if"::'_:‘_“““ he got married when she was too young and she quickly became a

mother of two little girls. She travelled from Smyrna to Greece, with
only one little pillow clutched between her arms.
On board of the ship that took her away from her home forever, she
decided she would never let life pass her by. She vowed to live on her own
terms. Her name means Happiness but destiny made sure she knew very
little of it.
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She challenged death every day of her

life, hoping to ward oft its cold, ruthless SN0 R Seiis
grip. O MM EHNGAL TN
She kept herself and her children alive
through the massacre in Smyrna, so she
decided to take on Death in a game of
cards.

She lived every day of her life as if it Inspired by the life of the most
were her last. She wrote incessantly on prolific Greek female poet and
any surface she could find. She chain lyricist; an extraordinary woman
smoked. She fell helplessly in love. She and artist who has created a
gambled fearlessly in posh clubs and massive volume of timeless and
dirty dumps alike. popular songs.
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THANASSIS ILEKTRA  GIDAGOS  GIANNIS — MAROUSKR  CHARIS — FAGGELID AGGELIKI
CHALKIAS GENNATA GEROMIMAKIS KOTSIFAS PANAGIOTOPOULOU TSITSAKIS ANOREADAKI STEFAM

FRAL FILMS EAT. CORRECT CREATIVE PRODUCTIONS GREEK FILM CENTRE .. DIGNITY
VASILIS STAVROPOULOS “ THEIR METHLAB ~* KONSTANTINDS PAPADOPOULOS

VASSILIKI CHRYSSIKOU " ANASTASIA MASTRAKOULI SOFIA TOTOU ~ VASILIS STAYROPOULOS

ANASTASIA MASTRAKOULI == ALEXANDROS SOTIROPOULOS SAVVINA SKEPETARI NATASSA MALLI

ANTHI STEFAMI == VASILIS STAVROPOULOS DINITRIS KATSIMIRIS. — DIMTTRIS KATSIMIRIS
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GIFFT FeaTure FILMMmS GIFFT FeaTure FILMMmS

BE|
| Scarpedicemente

DIRECTED BY JOHN VAMVAS
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threatens to
repossess Niko's
tailor shop while
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— Q@ % himself while g Peabody Award Winner, William his wife, Holly, sneak off to a
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'~ 5 N ringing style an i bodyguards Ricco & Rocco
(0] & § confidence to the ) and celebrate their one year
I— aa women of Athens. i\ \ L i wedding anniversary. What's

the worst that can happen? A

dark comedy that pays homage

»
to classic cinema!

e "... sexy, frisky, and funny. A
21st [century] film noir for
lovers of great gangster films of
the past.”
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GIFFT FeaTure FILMMmS GIFFT FeaTure FILIMMmS

MARTIN  DEDIENNE B -l dC k S t one

I L ‘I E G R EECE DIRECTED BY SPIROS JACOVIDES

un fim de NAFSIKA GUERRY' KARAMAOUNAS

hile shooting a documentary about “missing” civil

servants a filmmaking duo stumble upon Charoula,
a distraught, overprotective Greek mother searching for
her missing civil servant son. But when his name is linked
to government fraud with a foreign female accomplice,
Charoula sets her other disabled son, Lefteris, to clear his
name.

I Love
Greece

With the help of a Greek
DIRECTED BY — African taxi driver and a less BLACK STONE i
NAFSIKA GUERRY- & than helpful antifa group of _ s
KARAMAOUNAS fictional story about real

misfits, the documentary duo
follow Charoula on her quest to
find and bring him back home
where he belongs, even if it
means discovering who her son
really is.

life. A window into the
modern Greek tragedy.

It is the story of a Greek
family that reflects upon
a whole society, a whole
country in disintegration.

3

P

ean and Marina

go to Athens
for their summer
vacation. There they
are reunited with
Marina's family,
while preparing to
spend a romantic
getaway, Marina's
family decides to
accompany them.
But nothing will
go according to the
plan.
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GIFFT FeaTure FILMMmS

GIFFT FeaTure FILIMMmS

The Real
Life Story
of George
/orbas

DIRECTED BY BABIS
TSOKAS

lexis Zorbas in Zorba the

Greek is one of the most
memorable characters in all of film
history, and the Nikos Kazantzakis
book on which it is based is one of
the best works of modern Greek
literature. The plot is based on
documents about the life of the
real George Zorbas, whose name
was not Alexis as portrayed in the
1964 film Zorba The Greek.

The Real Life Story Of

George Zorbas

| 4
1) Divected by
BABIS TSOKAS:

n the vole of Zorba
CHRISTOS NIK. ZERITIS

W~ In the vole: of Kazatzakic
GIORGOS MAVREAS

Director of photography
PETEROSTLUND fsf

A FILM BORDERING BETWEEN LOGIC AND EMOTION

\

VON SYDOW

PANMESSINIAN

FEDERATION of
U.S.A. & CANADA
panmessinian.com

MmAX ASTRID DANAE

ROOS SKIADI PAPAGIANNIS

ALICE KRIGE YORGO VOYAGIS

TOMAS ARANA

Echoes Of The Past

DIRECTED BY DIRECTED BY NICHOLAS DIMITROPOULOS

FOSS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

ECHOES

ekl JE P A ST

A FI.LM BY NICHOLAS DIMITROPOULOS

; 4 FOS55 PRODUCTIONS FROBUCTION “"ECHOES OF THE PASTY !
MUSIC BY ALEXANDROS SIDIROPOULOS COSTUME DESIGMER BECUDOIR EDITCR YANNIS CH&LRI&DJ\KIS
CASTING BY SOFIA DIMOPOVLOU FPRODUCTION DESIGNLR RANIA GEROGIANNI
DIRECTODE OF PHOIOGRAPHY YORGOS RAHMATOULIN
EXECUTIVE FRODUCERS TOM SOULELES €IA SOULELES JOHN ADAMS PAULINE ADAMS JEAN DIAMOND
: PEODUCED £Y STELIDS COTIONIS DIMITRIOS KATSANTOMIS i :

% \\c’RIT'IfN BY DIMITRIOS KlISBNTONIS DIRECTER BY NICHQL&S DlMiTRQ?DUlQS U
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LAER

O)JI ."1"'1:“:;“ R

“I9A9 Uy} 103U01)s MOI3 s90yd? [nyured s31 JYII 03 SOWO0D

ysed onjewner oY) sy A103s1Y Jo 193deyd NIep © UMOP Y}0q WY} SPEI “NOIPUY SORJONIN ‘ApaSeI) aU3 JO JOATAINS

1SB] 97} YIM IJUNOOUD pPajoadxaun uy "23e31soAul 0} ejLIae[ey| SHSIA ToAme] SUIAF-ySIY € ‘UT)IRJA SUT[OIR))

‘suorjeredar Tem J0J wITe B SAYOUNE[ JUSWUIIAO0S YIID) Y} UIYA "€F6T TOqUUI(T UT 90991r) ‘ILIAR[RY] UT

A%

sdooxn uewrron) Surpeaur 4q panrwtuod “ejA 1A JO IDBSSBIA O} ‘SIUAD any) Aq pairdsur ewerp [euonoy

12

13




GIFFT FeaTure FILMMmS 2023 G I F FT
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§ g Mykonian Pastoral
; } S DIRECTED BY ELIANA ABRAVANEL
H Aﬁui Z;'f}m 100 [doov Ay
é - Broken Sound
§ SDh DIRECTED BY FOIVOS KONTOGIANNIS

My People

DIRECTED BY ANNA REZAN

M

The Other Half

DIRECTED BY GIORGOS MOUTAFIS
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My Father's Studio
DIRECTED BY KALLIOPI LEGAKI
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Arcadia, 1900, Champagne
D'Orient

DIRECTED BY KONSTANTINOS
SPIROPOULOS

Venezelos, The Struggle

For Asia Minor
DIRECTED BY NIKOS DAYANDAS

Bitter September
DIRECTED BY SOPHIA FARANTATOU

Searching For Rodakis
DIRECTED BY SAIM KEREM SOYYILMAZ

Five Times A Stranger

DIRECTED BY EVANGELOS
EFTHYMIOY
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You talk...
We Talk...

DOWNLOAD

OUR APP
ODAY!

#_  Available on the

S App Store

GET IT ON
® Google Play
¥
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GIFFT DbocumenTaries

Mykonian Pastoral

A FILM BY ELIANA
ABRAVANEL

Broken Sound

A FILM BY FOIVOS
KONTOGIANNIS

real Noah's Ark, where the

last true natives of one of
the most cosmopolitan islands in
the world seek shelter, along with
their animals, from the relentless
wave of development that
threatens to swallow them whole.

documentary about the

origins and legacy of
Bouzouki, an instrument which
dominated the Greek folk music
era of the 20th century in Greece.

My People
A FILM BY ANNA REZAN

he inspiring untold story of

the Greek Jews during the
Holocaust, the Axis occupation,
the fierce resistance, the role of
the Christian clergy; unveiled
in a hymn to love, unity and
courage as it is discovered by a
young woman of the millennial
generation in her quest to
uncover her Greek Jewish family's
history.

The Other Half

A FILM BY GIORGOS
MOUTAFIS

My Father's Studio

A FILM BY KALLIOPI
LEGAKI

s if they never existed.
People on the move. Facing
danger in unfamiliar and
unwelcoming places. For 15 years,
a photojournalist bears witness
to the journey of migrants across
the dark crossings of European
borders.
Futility, death, and exhaustion
from a never-ending struggle,
as well as pushbacks, represent
a large part of Giorgos Moutafis'
work. His camera delves into
inaccessible places, documenting
the stories of people who push
human boundaries, to reveal how
“the Other Half" lives.

he rare film material

discovered in the basement
of the well-known photographer
Takis Tloupas in Larissa, was
a real treasure. This gave the
director the motive to look for
the man and his work. Guided
by his daughter Vania, the crew
record his artistic course, while
at the same time forming an
anthropogeography of Thessaly of
the last century.

Arcadia 1900,
Champagne D'Orient

A FILM BY KONSTANTINOS
SPIROPOULOS

elcome to the

Papanikolaou Brothers
Winery: Meet the patriarch
father, the visionary son Vassilis,
the adventurer brother Nikos, and
a mother as strict as Cerberus.
Producing Arcadian effervescent
wines since 1885, they dream
to transform the region into the
Champagne of the East. The
family's inner conflicts and their
competitors will lead them to a
tragic end. A story about wine
and greed.
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GIFFT DocumenTaries

MYKONIAN

PASTORAL
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Film Festival
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Mykonian Pastoral

The Other Half

Broken Sound
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My Father's Studio

My People
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Arcadia 1900,
Champagne
D'Orient

Venezelos, The
Struggle For
Asia Minor

A FILM BY NIKOS DAYANDAS

Bitter September

A FILM BY SOPHIA
FARANTATOU

One of Greece's greatest

statesman faces formidable

challenges that will test his
considerable diplomatic and
humanitarian skills and change
the lives of millions.
11"VENIZELOS: THE STRUGGLE

FOR ASIA MINOR" follows
Eleftherios Venizelos during the
critical decade from the Balkan
Wars and World War I, up to
the Asia Minor Catastrophe and
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne.
The statesman's struggle is told
through dramatized scenes, rare
archive and expert interviews.
Co-produced by the National
Research Foundation "Eleftherios
K. Venizelos", ERT and Long Run
Productions.

Five Times A Stranger

A FILM BY THANASIS
NEOFOTISTOS

One of Greece's greatest

statesman faces formidable
challenges that will test his
considerable diplomatic and
humanitarian skills and change
the lives of millions.

fter the assassination of the

Greek-American LGBTQ
activist, Zak Kostopoulos,
his childhood friend Sophia
Farantatou, returns to Greece and
finds herself stuck in a dead end.
The video of the assassination
shot from a passer by, plays on
replay in all the national TV
channels. Between the media
storytelling and her own archive
footage from her friend, Sophia
has no choice but to isolate
and reflect on the meaning of
memory. Only time can give her
the space to grief and face the
absence of her friend.

Searching For
Rodakis

A FILM BY SAIM KEREM
SOYYILMAZ

As a Greek tombstone of
unknown origin is discovered
underneath the floorboards in an
old village house in Turkey, an
almost forgotten story from the
country’s creation unravels: the
forced population exchange
between Greece and Turkey in
1923.

The engraved Cyrillic letters tell of
a woman, Chrysoula Rodaki, who
died in 1887. And so the search for
her descendants

begins: It leads director Kerem
Soyyilmaz to local archives,

where his own family's role in the
history is laid bare; to abandoned
ghost towns and through the
memories of older villagers - all
while Soyyilmaz meets massive
support for his quest from the
Greeks on the other side of the
border. The stone becomes a
portal to the past - and for a while,
the trauma becomes redeemed
when the previous owners of the
village house return. Searching for
Rodakis is a film that reconnects
people, culture, and the stories
discarded to build a strong,
nationalist state - told through the
director's personal experiences.
The release also marks the 100-
year anniversary of the forced
population exchange.
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GIFFT DocumenTaries

Venezelos,
The Struggle
For Asia Minor

S |
IYEN
STAANGER

Five Times A
Stranger

Bitter September

ONE HOUSE, TWO0 FAMILIES :

SEARCHING FOR

BANLAVA FLM s " SUSANNE JUNKER
223 NREAS ASCAMIDS LMDMARY *BRAN DAL KUDA "2 HEHNET VARGIN == KARNARII
"ANDREAS SARANTIDIS, MARTIN TENBONES, KARAYAGINI <==GIULIO CONVERSI <2 KEREM SOYYILMAZ
FILUVERKSTEDETO:

Searching For
Rodakis
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THE FINEST FLAVOURS
FROM GREECE & THE MEDITERRANEAN

KOLONAKI

GROUP OF COMPANIES

KOLONAKIGROUP.COM



EXPERIENCE

M'zﬂ_os CULTURES LOCALLY

APOTHIKI

Le mpiria

Experience Greece in Your City

LIST, FIND & SUPPORT
LOCAL GREEK BUSINESSES
NEAR YOU, ANYWHERE IN

THE WORLD.

VISIT EMPIRIAGREECE.COM
@empiriagreece
@  @empiriagreece

Le mpiria

We Celebrate Cultures!

GATHERING CULTURAL
EVENTS ON ONE PLATFORM.
CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
HAVE THEIR OWN TICKETING
SYSTEM.

VISIT EMPIRIA.EVENTS TO LIST YOUR EVENT
OR GET YOUR CULTURAL TICKETS!

@empiriaevents

456 Danforth Ave, Toronto

(£] @empiriaculturalevents




2023 GIFFT
SHORT FILMS
(STream ontuine
& IN THeaTre)

A Parcel for Del and the Singing Man in the Stairwell
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL ZAMANIS

I Can Explain
DIRECTED BY EMORPHIA MARGARITIS

Cassandra
DIRECTED BY ALEXANDER MANOLIDES

Cat Postale
DIRECTED BY ZACHARIAS MAVROEIDIS

Concrete
DIRECTED BY ARI KWASNER-CATSI, RENEE KYPRIOTIS

Homemade Cookies
DIRECTED BY NIKOLAOS KAKONAS, CALLIOPI VILLY KOTOULA

I Shall Protect
DIRECTED BY ANGELO PITSILLIS

Nostos (Greece)
DIRECTED BY PAVLOS VISSARIOU

Peace
DIRECTED BY Nikolaos Galanis, students Agios Dimitrios Primary School

Porfyri Lemonia
DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS ANDJUS

The Traveler

DIRECTED BY CONNER NIKIDES

Sock’s Manifesto
DIRECTED BY ANGELIKI PARDALIDOU
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The Ride

DIRECTED BY GEORGE LEONTAKIANAKOS

One Bag

DIRECTED BY JAIDEN REESE, ARSHAM SHAFIE

The Rise of the Caryatids (canada/Greece)
DIRECTED BY STEPHIE THEODORA

The Student

DIRECTED BY VASILEIOS KALAMAKIS

Pocket Money
DIRECTED BY ALEXANDROS PAPAGIAGKOU

The Thisvi Triology

DIRECTED BY FAY EFROSINI LELLIOS

Greek Philosophia And Chickens

DIRECTED BY AIMIENDE NEGBENEBOR SELA

Why We Leave
DIRECTED BY ANASTASIOS KETSIOS

The Boar
DIRECTED BY KONSTANTINOS TSIODOULOS

Good Times Coming (canada)
DIRECTED BY TONY ASIMAKOPOULOS

Imbroglio
DIRECTED BY DIMITRIS PAPAGIANNOPOULOS

Beyond Time

DIRECTED BY GEORGE GYFTOPOULOS

My Dad’s Diner
DIRECTED BY TOMMY SAVAS

The Choice

DIRECTED BY BARB BRIGGS
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The Choice

GIFFT SHOI'T FILIMMS

DIRECTED BY BARB BRIGGS

Little Doggie
DIRECTED BY GIORGOS NTOUNIS

The End Of The World

DIRECTED BY CONSTANTINOS DIMITRAKOPOULOS

AN DREAM
/7
A, IR,

NS

z @ . | GREEK

Proud Supporters of : , i
o FESTIVAL

TOUR OF CANADA

www.cretandream resort.gr

a parcel for del
and

the singing man in the
stairwell

a short comedy by michael zamanis

with esther rogers and rc
cinematography and editing by i
sound editing by mir

written and directed by mict

A Parcel for Del and
the Singing Man in
the Stairwell

WILD AT HEART

Cat Postale

1FRACTURED FRAMES - CRASH & FERN PRODUCTIONS
EMORPHIA MARGARITIS °I CAN EXPLAI)
STOPHER FERNANDES wdf AMBER SESI

| Can Explain

CTED AND BRODUCED BY RENEE KYPRIOTIS AND ARI KWASNE

DESION ARAN SINGH. ORIGINAL SCORE BY GABRIEL LCR.

Concrete

NANTALENA PAPADATOU  EFTHYMIS CEORROPOULOS  ARSYRIS GRABNANI

wgnont fiu oy ALEKANDER WANOLIDES

CASSANDRN

HINDSIGHT IS NOT A BENEFIT

DINITRIS GURETSIS  NICD GHRISTOTORIDON  Deceminn BONDE TENIA KINENED
1480 PIPLODPOULDY  GEORGE TEFTIRANIS.  WIGHALL THOGHANIE

1

Cassandra

H@tmemadq

e K

7 Filem'on-
International Film
Festival For Young

%\mmmu

stors: Anna Maria Kakona. loannis Kotoulas
rected by Calliope Villy Kotoula - Nikos Kakenas
oduced by Creative lcan Films

‘eated in the context of lock down by Govid 19

Homemade Cookies
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GIFFT SHOI'T FILIMMS

GIFFT SHOI'T FILIMMS

-
SHALL
OTH

OATIPO .‘I’ll\Tﬁ".Q

A FILM BY
ANGELO PITSILLIS

| Shall Protect

Porfyri Lemonia

Nostkos

Starring
Vasiliki Makri
Leonidas Argiropoulos

Written and Directed by
Pavlos Vissariouw

music by Lucas Thawos

Nostos (Greece)

The Traveler

EKHHO®€61a

HikoAqoe F'aadnne

Peace

To Mavipioto
g KaAtoag

Wit & Deedad by
Angeliki Pardalidou

Bon CAUDALIE

Socks Manifesto

The Ride

The Thisvi Triology

The
The Caryatids

with

Y Elena Lignou
‘# 74 stella Youtoufianaki
/“Dlan Chemeris
- ™27 Athina Kefalopoulou
Katerina Malliou
€hris: Bouslouliéi‘

The Rise Of The
Carytids (Canada/
Greece)

!

ave

os ketsios

toni christopher george ketsios

Why We Leave

The Student

Good Times Coming
(Canada)
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GIFFT SHOI'T FILIMMS GIFFT SHOI'T FILIMMS

ANNA [’R[MIAN'{

THE CHOICE |

INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY-

vangeus EVANGELINDS  cosmas XIKOMINOS

LITTLE DOGGIE

Aot GIORGOS NTOUNIS
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WRITER/DIRECTOR GEORGE |GYFTOPOULOS
PRODUCERS GEORGE!GYFTOPQULOS'ALE XANDROS MATITEI
MUSIC LIDA PSARAKI STARRING ALEXANDROS]MATITEI
KEY CAST KONSTANTINOS GYFTOROULQSHR!
SHICHALISIPAPAIOANNOU CIAKIRIAKAKOU

One Bag Pocket Money Beyond Time The Choice Little Doggie

it |

GERN‘IAINE‘ BRIAN D. : . ANQ 3
s presents _ as Tessa as Keith as Niko - as Katina
" GAUDET COHEN LAINIE KAZAN

TSI 02
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IMBROGLIO

A SHORT FILM BY DINITRIS K. PAPAPAGIANNOPOULOS
wAT P

n \ X
A FILM BY AIMIENDE NE OR SELA.

REFK

RE / f
PHILOSOPHIA CHICKEN

BECAUSE THE OLD CHICKEN'S GOT THE JUICE

CINEMATOGRAPHY BY ADRIA
MUSIC COMPOSED BY.

OT40M 3H1 40 ON3 3H1

J

Greek Philosophia The Boar Imbroglio The End Of T
and Chickens World
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The Canadian Order of AHEPA is
proud to sponsor this year’s

GREEK

INTERNATIONAL The Greek Grlll is Now Open!

FILM The wait is finally over! Same great service, same great food, new atmosphere and new
% ;gﬁll;l\gl\:l-CANADA location. We’ve moved just north of the Danforth and are setting up new roots. With

over 30 years of experience in the food industry, you can be assured we know food.
Come in and try our delicious dishes or have us deliver it to your door. In a hurry? Then
get some take-out. Our professional chefs are quick and don’t sacrifice quality.

GREEK INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL TOUR OF CANADA

JUST AROUND THE CORNER

ACROSS CANADA
SEP 29 - OCT 8

“Celebrating a Century of Service.”
www.ahepa.ca

Dine-n | Take~Out'.| Dellivery |- Catering :



LOCal SPONSOrS

LOCal SPONSOrsS

VANCOUVER

Trigate Properties
Group

TRIGATE

Vassilas | Bizos
Law Group

Revolucion

T

"Ans l FINE O1FT5_Z

VASSILAS + B1zos LAW

Barristers & Solicitors

DIMITRAVASSILAS 2. 777
dimitra@vbawgroup.ca

Street

o
V6B 0M6

601428
peter@blawgroup.ca b oA

Kolonaki - Group Of Companies

~A D

KOLONAKI

GROUP OF COMPANIES

AM] Construction

Yannacopoulos Johal
Accounting Services Inc.

YANNACOPOULOS
JOHAL
Accounting Services Inc.

Canadian Order of AHEPA

‘The AHEPA OTTAWA CJ005
SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON CHAPTER

AM]

e
CONSTRUCTION

Ploutos Enterprises Ltd

,LOUTOS

ENTERPRISES LTD

Dunbar Theatre

DUNBAR

THEATRE
Charko

Omega Travel

OMEGA TRAVEL

Cretan Association of BC

Mortgage Architects Inc (Robert Scaglione)

Robert Scaglione
- Mortgage Lead Planner

M " ‘? A Better Way Mortgages

MORTGAGE Vancouver / Burnaby, BC

SRR N 604.294.2411 F 604.421.3300
robert.scaglione @mtgarc.ca

www.robertscaglione.ca

HALIFAX

COX & PALMER
Legal Services

Cox & PALMER

Legal Services | Services Juridiques

Halifax Public Libraries

Halifax Public

Libraries

Ela Greek Taverna

EDMONTON

PROTOSTATIX Koutouki Greek
Cuisine
il &
PROTOSTATIX koutouki
Daughters Of Metalsmiths
Penelope Sterling Jewelry

fsi Y22 (e

STERLING

Theo’s Greek
Kouzina

DOLLARWISE

_; Tired of getting soaked?
“I)OLLARWISIZ

p - a -4
3 THEO’S GREEK KOUZINA Qa

METALSMITHS

CKDESIGN

2

CKDESIGN

Greek Orthodox Community
Of Edmonton And District

@
GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY
OF EDMONTON AND DISTRICT

Alta Agri-Foods

Astros
Restaurant

:\\
#
|:‘

REsmunANr

River City
Refrigeration

RIVER CITY
REFRIGERATION

Kyklos (Hellenic Performing
Arts Group)

KYKLOS

Hellenic Perfor g Arts s Group

OTTAWA

EVOO Canadian Order of AHEPA
Greek Kitchen

The AHEPA OTTAWA CJ005
SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON CHAPTER

Parnassos - Hellenic
Cultural Society Of Ottawa

PARNASSOS

HELLENIC CULTURAL SOCIETY OF OTTAWA

GOLPRO HOLDINGS

Hellenic Community
Of Ottawa

HCO

HELLENIC COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA

GOLPRO HOLDINGS




LOCal SPONSOrS

LOCal SPONSOrsS

REGINA

Golf's Steak House

4S 4Seasons

Sz

Memories
Dining & Bar

MEMORIES
“Est. 1989 Dll’lll’lg & Bar

Cravings Bellinis and
Cocktails & Dreams

[N:@S ALL DAY
INGS ™~ GriLL
Bellini’s & Lounge

Nicky's Cafe &
Catering

NICKY'S
C-A‘F°E
L CATERING

Lorne Drugs -
Pharma Choice

LORNE DRUGS .
R:PharmaChoice

—_—

The Copper Kettle

&

Grekos' Restaurant
& Steak House

GREKOS'

The Cottage Restaurant

THE

Restaurant ;t

Regent Family Restaurant
(Pub & Pizza)

N2

regent

Eaminy O restavrant
PUB & PIZZA

The Copper Kettle

A Locally Owned Traditic

The Diplomat

Steakhouse Downtown

2l

STEAKHOUSE
DOWNTOWN

0 1979-

Trifon's Pizza

TRIFON’S PIZZA

NOW THAT'S A pizza pie/

Juliana Pizza

Medicine Shoppe
Pharmacy Rochdale

TeMedicine Shoppe$

PHARMACY

Blanco Cantina -
Tacos & Tequila

TACOS & TEQUILy

Mikel - The Coffee
Company

Carl's Jr.

AXIOS - Remedial &
Sport Massage

AXIOS

REMEDIAL & SPORT MASSAGE
GUS GIANNOUTSOS RMT CSMTA [SCM]

WW.AXIOSMASSAGE.COM
306-737-0473

LUNA Kitchen & Bar

KITCHEN

EVIA Group - Design, Build,
Renovate

EVIAGF‘DUD

||I|I deswgn bu\\d renovate
media: linktr.ee/eviagroup

ROCHDALE

3 BLANCO

Houston Pizza

PIZZA

Western Pizza

__EST. 1976 _

JC Realty

‘Wl

REALTY

‘ REGINA

SOMA

Link
Developments

o

Link

Developments

TORONTO

Freda's

FREDA'S

Serano

Sorano

BAKERY

since 1994

Qenaino

Binge
Distribution

Bing

Distribution

Mezes

Meze

VKP

VKPR

Victoria K Pelas

Kolonaki - Group Of Companies

e

KOLONAKI

GROUP OF COMPANIES

Megas
Restaurant

<GAS )

Restaurant

LONDON

Accolade Consulting
Group Inc.

YAccolade

“A positive impact on your business.”

CALGARY

OPA of Greece

Crabby Joe's Bar « Grill
London West

CRABBY

J|o|E]s

BAR *GRILL

PORCH

Logan Funeral
Home

Logan

" Funeral Home




sourcing solutions

Always in Support of

v 9
o Greek
N\ e | International
I Film
D ¢ | Festival
Toronto

Toll free: 1-844-691-3222

UNIFORMS . PROMOTIONAL ITEMS . PACKAGING PRODUCTS

www.jastexrestaurantuniforms.ca

Q
OMNI

TELEVISION
MEANS ALL

WWW.OMNITV.CA



GIFFT

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stanley Papulkas

Ticket Sales/Website Admin
Marianna Michalitsiannou

Festival Coordinator (Greece)
Georgios Panopoulos

Social Media Team
Zoe Tutte
Makaila Tutte
Rachel Papulkas
Alexander Antoniadis
Niko Ramses
Alexandra Bogdanis
Lily Bogdanis
Technical Production
Shahid Shafiq

Festival Program
Vicky (Shiyu) Chen

Film Screening Committee
Josh Papulkas
Christine Diakos
Tom Anastasios
Vasia Argyris
Helen Antonopoulos
Konstantina Poulimenou-Tsatzanis

Film Classifications/Ratings
Dimitris Tsouchlakis

Judicial Committee
Lia Bozonelis (Los Angeles)
Angelo Tsarouchas (Los Angeles)
Gilbert Allen (Edmonton)
Gabriel Paul Napora (Vancouver)
Michael Moska (Montreal)
Anna Rezan (Greece)
Nancy Athanasopoulos-Mylonas (Toronto)

People’s Choice Awards
Celia Siriopoulos
Annie Siriopoulos

GIFFT OF TORONTO

Festival Coordinators
Tom German
Dora Konomi

Dimitris Tsouchlakis
Lisa Siriopoulos

Box Office/Tickets
Tom German
Mary Fardis
Melpomeni Kotsios

Theatre Operations
Steve Zikos

Festival Hosts
Dora Konomi
Irene Anargyrou
Celia Siriopoulos
Annie Siriopoulos
Christine Diakos
Alex Antoniadis
Nikos Ramses

2023 GIFFT AWARDS SHOW

Producer/Director
Stanley Papulkas

Technical Direction
Shahid Shafiq (Craetica)

Show Hosts
Nikos Moutsinas / Dora Konomi

GIFFT IN HALIFAX

Festival Organizers
Labi Kousoulis

GIFFT IN OTTAWA

Festival Organizers
Efharis Kostala
Andromachi Marinou-Bleeker
Constantine Ioannou
Robert Peck

GIFFT IN WINNIPEG

Festival Organizer
Athena Dinos

Performers
Kefi Greek Folk Dancers of Manitoba

GIFFT IN EDMONTON

Festival Organizers
Speros Vlassopoulos
Fotini Koumatos
Kassey Koumarelas
Marissa Lailey
Anna Stamatakis
& The Membership of Kyklos



GIFFT IN LONDON

Festival Organizers
Alexandra Kylindris
Maria Karidas
Georgia Fragiskatos

Special Thanks To
Fr. Konstantine Chatzis
Penney Kerhoulas
Moira Skikavich & the Staft at the Hyland Cinema
The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Community Council of London
& Vicinity Board Members

GIFFT IN REGINA

Festival Organizers
Taya Christidis
Konstantine Giannoutsos
Chris Perentes
Maria Perentes
Tom Liagridonis
Special Thank You to Regina Met Youth for their assistance during the GIFFT weekend

GIFFT IN SASKATOON

Festival Organizers
George Katselis

GIFFT IN GIFFT IN HAMILTON

Festival Coordinators
Natalie Plausini
Kalliope Antonaros
Artemis Takis
Alexander Zafiridis
Tery Tsilliganos

GIFFT IN VANCOUVER

Festival Coordinators
Dimitra Vassilas
Dora Papoutsakis
George Vassilas
Nick Papoutsakis

GIFFT IN CALGARY

Festival Coordinators
Andy Truong

AGAPE GREEK RADIO

For the love of everything Greek

www.agapegreekradio.com

830 PAPE AVENUE TORONTO, ON M4K 3T5
TEL: (416)462-2735 SehamO

BAKERY

v

P By
>

T

CAFE 1055 PAPE AVENUE, TORONTO, ON M4K 3W3

anoO TEL: (416)425-0909
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HELLENIC HERITAGE

- FREDA'S
INOW OPEN

FREDA'S INDUSTRY LEADER

IN WOMAN'S FASHION FOR

OVER 40 YEARS IS NOW
OPEN AT

45 ELM STREET, TORONTO

ONTARIO

HELLENIC
_' HERITAGE

HELLENIC ENGAGE.
HERITAGE ENGAGE.
FOUNDATION



&% GTASTRATEGIES

+1 (416) 499-4588 |
info@gtastrategies.com | |
gtastrategies.com 5 5

PROUD TO BE THE

OFFICIAL SIDERICK

"LIFFT

S5/NCE THE BEGINNING OF TIME

GTA
STRATEGIES

LET US BE YOUR WINNING STRATEGY!
Offering Strategic Solutions For Your Business
And Government Relations Needs

creatica |
CREATE. IDEAS. /

STRATEGY ° IDENTITY + DESIGN - MANAGED WEBSITE + SOCIAL < VIDEOS / |

creati.ca | 416.731.1188 p |




